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Peace on Earth 

 

Emanuel, ‘God-with-us’ in Jesus every day 

The timeliness of ‘the Timeless’ ...    

    2011 has been a nervous year. Political leaders tumbled from power in many corners of    

the world.  Financial markets wrecked the security of carefully garnered life-time savings.  

People-power took to the streets protesting against dictatorships, and elsewhere, excess      

corporate-greed.  Some of us were challenged by personal and family struggles, even disaster.  

    It is indeed timely to celebrate the timeless mystery that keeps  our hope alive.  Beneath the 

turmoil lies the mystery of Christmas, a timeless feast which anchors who we are, from where 

we draw our Hope and empowers us in the giving of love every day.  How is this we might ask? 

    Christmas recalls vividly a different reality governed by different rules. We need Christmas    

to keep alive our hope.  The simple birth of Jesus lifts our spirits with the powerful message of 

the dignity we share as God’s children and the hope that rests on this conviction.  Our God is 

revealed in the weakness of a Child whose parents fled home in fear of Herod 2000 years ago.   

   We’re no longer alone in the chaos of our world.  God is ‘one-with-us’ in the humble ordinary 

mess of our modern life.  At Christmas, self-interest cedes place to the needs of others: family, 

friends, community, the needy, the poor.  Our challenge is to live Christmas on a daily basis.     

   Thanks for your wonderful support this year. Proof, if ever-needed, that in the hearts and 

homes of Australians we recognize we belong to the one human family in Christ.  Continue 

your generosity to those less fortunate who gift us in turn with their challenging insight into 

what is important in life.  Make Christmas celebrations a simple sharing of love and concern.  

     

  My prayerful thanks on behalf of our Marist Missionaries  
  for your goodness and generous support for them in 2011.                                                               
 A very Happy Christmas & Peaceful New Year to you all. 
                                              - Fr Kevin Stewart SM 

     Our Beloved Dead 

Over Christmas, Marists remember our benefactors 

and all who have died this year especially their families 

who will surely miss their presence at this family time.  
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”I have come that you may have life”  
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the Code of  

Conduct of  
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International   
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ethics and 

best practice.   



 

 

Christmas - the Culture of Life 

 

“Each of us is called to work for a culture of life, a culture forged by love  

and respect for the dignity of each human person.“ - Pope Benedict XVI 

Humankind needs not only benefactors, but also 

humble practical people who, like Jesus, stand 

alongside their brothers and sisters and share their 

fatigue. In a word, humanity is looking for signs of 

hope. The source of our hope is in the Lord. This is 

why we need groups (like MMC Marist Partners) 

not to delegate them with the responsibility for 

charitable service, but for them to be a sign of 

Christ's charity, a sign that brings hope."   

           -  Pope Benedict XVI (25 November,  2011) 

“Together Giving Hope”  

Marists 

on  

Mission 

Working together - Productive 

Lives….. living with confidence, 

self-respect and dignity 

  Asia-Pacific Marist Leaders  Course  - Sydney 

Marist Joy on Ordination Day 

 

Because they bear the name of Mary, Marists desire ..to respond with promptness 
to the most urgent needs of Godõs people...to establish the Church where it does not 
exist...to be available for more urgent needs...  (Marist Constitutions 8, 14). 

 

...their call is to be truly missionary: ...visiting the sick and the imprisoned, doing    
the works of mercy...they attend to the most neglected, the poor and those who suffer 
injustice...they are ready to carry out these tasks anywhere, at any time. (Const.12) 

 Fr Pat SM visiting prisoners And Sr Monica SM in Davao slums 

Fr Aliki SM responds 



   

    the Giving of Love everyday 
 

“Each of us is called to work for a culture of life, a culture forged by love  

and respect for the dignity of each human person.“ - Pope Benedict XVI 
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“Together Giving Hope”  

MMC 

Donors 

Benefactors  

Fr Mike McVerry SM with lay leaders, Tutu, Fiji 

Ian-John, Nuala & Andrew Lay Marist Missionaries -  Ranong, Thailand. 

Nimul Marist 
Lay Leader  
Cambodia  

Srs Janet & Julienne SMSM  Dhaka 

LAY MARISTS IN MISSION -  A SIGN OF THE TIMES  -   ANSWERING THE CALL OF MARY TO DO HER WORK ! 

 ‘Signs of Hope’ in the Solomon Is  

‘William’ in Refugee Camps  
Lay ‘Marist’ Missionary  

The dignity of developing life and employment work skills  -  Marist La Valla / YODIFEE  in Cambodia 
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Our Little  
Christmas Tree 

4ÒÁÉÎÉÎÇ 4ÏÍÏÒÒÏ×ȭÓ 0ÒÉÅÓÔÓ Ȧ    

MARIST MISSION CENTRE  

An Australian Marist 
Fathers’ outreach   
addresses poverty    

and social injustice by    
raising awareness and 

resources within      
Australia for Marist  

Asia-Pacific networks     
engaged in poverty 

alleviation and social  
development of youth, 

children and women 
faced with social, 

physical and mental 
challenges in the  

Asia-Pacific Region.  

    

 
 AS EVERY MUM KNOWS, REAL LOVE IS MORE OFTEN 

ABOUT COOKING AND WASHING UP... 

CǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ hΩ/ƻƴƴƻǊ {a Σ ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ aŀǊƛǎǘ 

Leader, heads up Pacific Regional Seminary (PRS)  

in Fiji.   PRS has for 40 years educated priests and 

Bishops from across the Pacific. Presently, there 

are 144 in training from eleven Pacific Nations.      
 

Dear Kev, 
 

    I am just checking out any possibility for 
some  help. Pacific Regional Seminary is 40 yrs  
old next year and a number of things are     
giving up the ghost. I’ve got a bit caught out 
with our dish washer and big stove in the 
kitchen, both unable to be repaired and there-
fore need to be replaced before next year.   
Total cost of replacement is about $AUD 8,000. 
 

   I wondered, if by chance, there was anything 
left over at the end of the year in the kitty 
which just might help us with these items ?      
I’m a bit embarrassed to ask but I’ve used up 
our little reserve as part of the cost of a paint 
and repair job on the main building here. 
 

   If you can help a bit Kev it will be great but I     
realize there are many others out there as well, 
probably in greater need than we are.  

 

    Best wishes and prayer, 
                                                     Mick 
 

The Kitchen Stove /Dish Washer are needed         
to cater for the 144 young men from 11 Pacific      
Nations training for priesthood in 2011. It costs 
$6,100 per head per year to educate/feed them.  

REPORTS MARIST MISSION PARTNERSHIPS 
 

BANGADESH SMSM SISTERS PROJECT 

    Sr Julienne reports that a Japanese lady  

Physiotherapist has volunteered to assist 

the Sisters training mothers to care for their 

Children with muscular dystrophy.  MMC 

was able to assist this project with transport 

for mothers / children as public transport is 

reluctant to carry them! 
 

MARIST MISSION BOLIVIA TRANSPORT NEEDS 

    Fr John Hopkinson reports with gratitude 

that they now have a reliable new Ute for 

their mission -  thanks for your support. 
   

JAPAN TSUNAMI/EARTHQUATE APPEAL 

   Fr Paul Glynn (the driving force behind the 

appeal to assist victims) is now in Japan and 

reports on a scholarship program with the 

Notre Dame Sisters University in Tokyo for 

several hundred orphans from the disaster. 

The Japan Government is also assisting.       

A Japanese-born donor wrote Fr Kevin: 
  

 It is very sad but news loses its impact as 

time goes on … for them it is a reality they 

wake up to every morning...the grief of 

loosing their loved ones, their homes, their 

histories. Everyone has a horrible story to 

tell. A 23 year old lady died by staying at 

her post using a PA to warn people to flee 

to higher ground till she was washed 

away. She was to be married in 3 months.  

A police chief who was to retire in 4 days  

stayed in his office with a walkie-talkie 

giving instructions to his staff to assist  

people evacuate and he was washed   

away by the first wave...   

Fr Paul is presently in the affected area.  

$100,000 + has been donated through him. 
 

KATE INTRONA -  MMC VOLUNTEER NURSE 

   Kate helps Fr Mike Shea’s Sarnelli program 

for Children at risk. Some born of mothers 

with HIV/AIDS. Others are orphans because 

of HIV/AIDS.  Others have the  disease 

themselves.  Some are from the slums of 

Bangkok, others from Pattaya and others 

have Lao mothers… Sarnelli is a safe haven 

and Fr Mike describes those in his care: 
 

 “...the wee ones are incredibly fun and 

sweet for about two years.  Then they turn 

into headstrong, stubborn, angry, mean, 

destructive little pups.  Finally after skirt-

ing the possibility of death sentences, they 

settle down, good kids, ready to school.” 

Feed a Refugee child  

for one week in  

Mae La Camp 

Educate a youth  

with mental disability  

for two weeks 

Support per month 

for Carers looking 

after Lepers in China 

Transport subsidy for 

Muscular dystrophy 

program mothers in 

Bangladesh  

Finance a business 

enterprise for young 

adults with physical 

disabilities. 

Support lay Marists 

in Ranong working 

with Burmese       

migrant families 

Support Huiling     

Organic Farming for 

Chinese with mental 

disabilities. 

 $15 

 $20 

 $50 

$100 

$250 

$100 

$50 



 

Thanks for 
helping us to help ourselves! 

Today 

A Savior is born for us 

It is Christ the Lord  

 

 YES I would like to donate to 

MARIST SM AUSTRALIA 
¶ Marist Mission Centre (MMC) 
¶ Marist Fathers International Mission (MFIM) 
¶ Australian Marist Centre Overseas Aid (AMCOA)               

  Australian Marist Centre Overseas Aid  (AMCOA) 
        (donations are tax-deductible  - 100% goes to the project ) 

  Marist Fathers International Mission   (MFIM) 
           (non tax-deductible  - Religious purposes)  

   Please send me information on Estate Planning 
 

My donation:   

 $25       $50        $100 $250          $500  Other _______      
 

I enclose cheque        money order      cash 
    

I would like to make a direct debit from my credit card: 
   

Monthly         Quarterly            Half-yearly       Once only 

 

Visa Card            Master Card 
 

Card No.           _____________________________________ 
 

Name on card  _____________________________________ 
 

Expiry date       _____________________________________ 
 

Signature          _____________________________________ 
 

Date                  _____________________________________ 

My details are:  (please print clearly) 

 

Title: ______   First name  _____________________________ 

 

Preferred greeting e.g., Bill / Peggy______________________ 

 

Family name  _______________________________________ 

 

Address          _______________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________ 

 

Suburb/Town   _____________________________________ 
 

State /  Postcode  ___________________________________ 

   

Phone __(_____)____________________________________ 
 

Mobile  ___________________________________________ 
 

Email     ___________________________________________ 

 

Giving Hope 

WWW.MARISTMISSIONS.COM 

Post to: Marist Missions, Locked Bag 5002, Gladesville, NSW 1675 

Or   Fax to  (02)  9816 1737  or donate on line.    

“Giving Hope”  

La Valla Marist School, Kandal, Cambodia   

YODIFEE  MICRO- ENTERPRISES - Wood Carving   

Bangladesh: Mother with her son who has muscular dystrophy  

Happy Christmas  

and a peaceful New Year  

With thanks from the  

MMC Team and our 

 Marist Family Network 
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