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The Australian Marist Centre Overseas Aid 

(AMCOA) outreach addresses injustice and 

poverty by raising awareness and resources 

for projects serving Women, Youth and    

Children facing social, physical and mental     

challenges in Asia/Pacific Marist networks.   

òGiving Hopeó  



 

 MMC is a signatory to the Australian Council for International Development (ACFID).  

ACFID monitors compliance with its code of conduct, ethics and best practice 

 for those engaged in International Aid and Social Development. 
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 MMC   -  GOVERNANCE 

The R.C. Church Communities Land Act 1942, established the         
Australian Marist Fathers as a body corporate under the title          
ά¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ƻŦ aŀǊƛǎǘ CŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾƛƴŎŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀέΦ  

The Trustees, through their Marist Fathers Leader and his Council,    
as the civil governing body of the Marist Mission Centre (MMC),      

exercise oversight of MMC in both Church and Civil law. 

 The Australian Marist Centre Overseas Aid Fund (AMCOA), managed 
by MMC, is an international development relief Trust Fund                   

registered by NSW Government (1982) and by Federal Government 
(1983) as a public overseas aid fund eligible under the scheme for 

granting income tax deductions for gifts made to approved overseas 
aid agencies άŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέ  

(Ref. Sub-section 78(8) the Income Tax Assessment Act of 1936.) 

AMCOA is administered under a Trust Deed.                                                  
Trustees are the Marist Fathers Leader and the Director of MMC.   

Tax deductible status is held                                                                        
under the Income Tax Assessment Act 1936, par. 23e). 

MMC - AFFILIATIONS  
 

MMC is linked through the Australian Marist Fathers Province with 
the Marist Family International network in over 100 Countries.  
Marist Brothers, Marist Sisters, Marist Missionary Sisters and            
Lay Marists in Mission are valued partners in development.   

 
Lƴ нлмлΣ aa/Ωǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ !ǎƛŀ-Pacific. 

Occasional support was also provided to Latin America and Africa 
through the extended Marist grass-root networks.  

 
Children and Youth disadvantaged by disability and social conflict  

especially in Phnom Penh, Cambodia;  Dhaka, Bangladesh;          
Ranong, Nongkai, Maela, Maera Moo and Maela Oon in Thailand;  

Beijing, Guangzhou and Hong Kong in China; Mindanao, Philippines 
ǿŜǊŜ aa/Ωǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΦ {ƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ {ƻƭƻƳƻƴ LǎΣΣ CƛƧƛΣ 

Cook Is., Venzuela and Africa also received solidarity grants.   
 

MMC is a signatory to the ACFID Code of Conduct for ethics, best 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ !/CL5Ωǎ                        

advocacy  efforts on behalf of Australian Overseas Aid Agencies.  

 Karen refugee students - Maera Moo Camp 
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AMCOA CHAIR         Renewing Hope...   
  

Almost 200 years ago, St Marcellin Champagnat, a Marist 

priest founding member of the Society of Mary, coined an 

ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ Ψ.ŀƴƪ ƻŦ tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΩ ǘƻ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎƛƴƎ  

pressing social needs of his time. The bottom line was:              
          

             Trust in God and the goodness of people. 
 

    ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ΨǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΩ ƛƴ нлмл ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ        

Australian Marist Centre Overseas Aid Fund (AMCOA)      

to resource disadvantaged youth marginalized by social 

conflict, poverty and disability throughout Asia- Pacific.        

   aŀǊŎŜƭƭƛƴΩǎ ΨōŀƴƪΩ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴ       

a basic conviction about the dignity and worth of every      

human being and the urgent social responsibility that 

arises from this awareness which challenges us to act.  

   As Marist Mission Partners, sharing a conviction about 

the dignity and worth of every human as a child of God 

irrespective of race, gender or religion, our challenge to  

fill the gaps with supplementary funding remains. The 

targeted use of talents, time and treasure enabled our 

networks to achieve so much with integrity, solidarity   

and respect, in partnership with those in need.    

   The remarkable generosity of donors in 2010 ensured  

that this AMCOA response was always possible. Donors 

shared over one and a half million dollars, renewing hope 

for those whose well-being depends upon partnerships.   

My thanks to the 2010 MMC team for their commitment.   

I also record with gratitude and prayer Mr Tony Clyne, 

aa/Ωǎ IƻƴΦ !ǳŘƛǘƻǊΣ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ нлмл 

ŀǳŘƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ōŜƎƛƴΦ  ²Ŝ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ¢ƻƴȅΩǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜŦ ǘƘŀǘ 

together we make a difference, one person at a time.     

We continue this quest during 2011, renewing hope and            

improving young lives in Asia-Pacific.  

    

Fr Paul Cooney SM 

MMC-AMCOA CHAIRMAN 

MARIST FATHERS LEADER   

AUSTRALIA 

http://www.maristfathers.org.au/Pages/2011-03-news.html
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  MMC AMCOA VISION & PHILOSOPHY  

aa/Ωǎ !a/h! ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ŘƻƴƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ ŀǊƛǎŜǎ 

from Gospel and Marist values: the dignity and worth of every      

human person as a child of God and the social responsibility   

to disadvantaged people that arises from this awareness. 

aa/ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜǎ ƘƻǇŜ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀ ΨŦŀƛǊ ƎƻΩ ŦƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ     

seemingly hopeless situations. MMC helps youth with disabil-

ity to be self-supporting regardless of culture, creed or gender.    

MMC/AMCOA upholds the distinction between development 

and related areas such as politics, evangelization and welfare.   

AMCOA designated donations go 100% to their beneficiaries.                   

This is possible because of Australian Marist Fathers support.  

  

MMC AMCOA MISSION STATMENT   
 

Empowering vulnerable young people challenged           
by physical, mental or social disadvantage in the          

Asia-Pacific Marist Family networks, assisting them     
sustain and improve their quality of life through          

education, livelihood skills-training, social enterprises         
MMC addresses causes of injustice and poverty two ways:  

¶ Raising awareness and resources within Australia.                      

¶ Partnering Asia-Pacific Marist networks in poverty     
alleviation - social development in remote areas          

regardless of their culture, religion or gender.  

 Priority is accorded for supplementary aid.  

 

    Dear Friends, 
 

The 2010 Annual Report is a snapshot 

of the real power of partnerships. The     

Financial component fills out in dollar 

terms the value of working together.  
 

Generosity and compassionate concern 

inspired real hope among courageous 

young people who yearn to improve 

their lives and make a difference           

faced with enormous hardship.  
 

Statistics and reports do not capture     

the inspirational human achievements  

made possible by Australian generosity  

supporting truly dedicated commit-

ment among local grass-root partners 

throughout our Asia-Pacific networks.  
 

This Annual Report reminds those 

  whom AMCOA supports that they      

do not journey alone, that we share 

their dreams to live with dignity so  

that through Marist partnerships,   

      disability slowly becomes ability. 
 

 
    Kevin Stewart SM 
     Executive Director 

     MMC - AMCOA 

     AUSTRALIA 

CHINA / HONG KONG:   $58,214 

Mentally Disabled Youth /Adults                    

THAILAND, BURMA:   $52,347 

Burmese Migrant Workers Centre 

HIV-AIDS / Literacy/Child Protection 

PHILIPPINES, VIETNAM, JAPAN:   $149,093 

Child Protection / Rural Development 

Tribal/Housing /Micro-finance/Lay  

CAMBODIA:   $290,817 

Physically Disabled Youth/Education 

skills-Training /Micro-finance 

SOLOMON/SAMOA/TONGA/VANUATU: $74,909  

Youth Development / Special Ed. Deaf 

Youth / Livelihood Skills-training 

THAI - BURMA REFUGEE CAMPS: $118,634 

Maela, Maera Moo, Maela Oon   

Child Protection / Health / Education 

¢!b½Ω!κ½!a.L!κ9¢ILhtL!κ/!a9whhbΥ $51,900 

Child Protection /Education/Development 

GLOBAL (MFIM & AMCOA)  - $434,856 

Mission Support /Training Marist 

development / Emergency Aid 

BANGLADESH/ INDIA / SRI LANKA : $67,735 
Micro-finance/ Primary Health Care /                 

Early Childhood Education  

2010 PROJECT YEAR  

BOLIVIA / PERU / VENZUELA/BRAZIL: $61,890 

Community Organizing /Advocacy 

Education -  Urban poor 

FIJI/KIRIBAS/TIMOR/COOKS/WALLIS: $162,300 

Media Watch / Social Development      

AMCOA  

A Journey from disability to ability 

From AMCOA EXEC DIRECTOR 



 

  Meet Sarah (not her real name) a young 

lady from Mae-la Refugee Camp on the  

Thai-Burma Border.  In the  poverty of 

her surroundings, Sarah shares a sad 

story atypical of so many in the Camps.   

  When I was nine years old, Burmese 

troops over-ran our Karen village, burned our homes to the ground 

while all of us villagers fled to the safety of the nearby forests.   
    
       Later on, to protect us, my parents sent my sister and me across 

the border to Mae-la camp. My older and youngest sister stayed 

with our parents to help rebuild our home and work on a small 

piece of land. We walked three days, avoiding detection, to make 

our way to this camp. I was so grateful when a couple who knew 

my Mum welcomed us and we stayed with them for a little while.  
 

       The experience of fleeing home was terrible. All through those 

early years, I was lonely and cried often. We survived on two meals 

a day; breakfast at 7am, lunch at 4 pm. Slowly, as my confidence 

grew, I realized I was safe at Marist Karen Education Dormitory.   
 

        Sarah completed basic education in Mae-la and a few years ago 

began online distance study with Australian Catholic University.          

   To do this we were allowed to leave the camp and attend classes   

in the nearest village. This helped me see beyond my own limited 

world and opened up opportunities beyond my wildest dreams. 
        

      For a few days a week, I was no longer a refugee confined to the 

camp. My online experience healed me and helped develop me 

humanly and spiritually. Last year, I was so happy to graduate.  
 

     Sitting on a wall outside a Buddhist  

Monastery overlooking the Mae-la camp, 

her young life has been marked by war, 

oppression, break up of her family and 

the tragic story of her peoples search for 

freedom. Sarah has come a long way, a 

success story despite the overwhelming 

odds against her. Her journey and dream continues . Sarah prays 

that one day all her people will be free.                                                                                                                                                                                            

MMC Karen Refugees are mostly young  

¢ƘŜ ΨōŜǎǘΩ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƪŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ƎǳŜǎǘǎΗ 

Gil Casio makes new friends 

    [ŀǳǊƻ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƳŀƎƛŎΩ 

Home-work is not a chore 

Barriers disappear as friendships form 

in Refugee Camps in Thai-Burma 

 E-Learning: an escape from Refugee hopelessness 

AMCOA ONGOING COMMITMENT TO EDUCATION 

Face of Marist Ranong Burmese Education Outreach  
Education and school shoes for Burmese Children of Migrant Workers ! 

Even more than teaching the basics of English, my goal was to encourage  

students to think critically about their world and to try to express their own 

ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŦǊŜŜƭȅΧ 5ƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŘƛŎǘŀǘƻǊǎƘƛǇΗ   - Teacher, Ranong 


